The George Sand-

little patient, to begin with, and then you can get accustomed
to it; if we do not work on ourselves, how can we hope to be
always in shape to work on others?

Well, in the midst of all that, don't forget that we love you
and that the hurt you give yourself hurts us too.

I shall go to see you and to shake you as soon as I have
regained my feet and my will, which are both backward; I am
waiting, I know that they will return.

Affectionate greetings from all our invalids. Punch has lost
only his fiddle and he is still smiling and well gilded. Lolo's
baby has had misfortunes, but its clothes dress other dolls.
As for me, I can flap only one wing, but I kiss you and I love
you.

G. Sand

CLVL    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, IN PAEIS

Nohant, 19 March, 1870

I know, my friend, that you are very devoted to her. I
know that she * is very kind to unfortunates who have been
recommended to her; that is all that I know of her private life.
I have never had any revelation nor document about her, not a
wordy not a deed, which would authorize me to depict her. So
I have drawn only a figure of fancy, I swear it, and those who
pretended to recognize her in a satire would be, in any case,
bad servants and bad friends.

But I don't write satires: I am ignorant even of the mean-
ing of the word. I don't write portraits either; it is not my
style. I invent. The public, who does not know in what inven-
tion consists, thinks it sees everywhere models. It is mistakeii
and it degrades art.

1 Letter written about the rumour current, that George Sand had meant
to depict the Empress in one of the chief characters of her novel, Malgr4
tout; the letter was sent by Flaubert to Madame Cormi, god-child of Queen
Hortense, and foster-sister of Napoleon III.
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